i8o   TURKEY, GREECE AND THE GREAT POWERS

German alliance of 1879 as a guarantee of Ottoman
territorial integrity in the future : "If you don't trust
the Turk who is on the rampart of the fortress/' he said,
" at least you cannot refuse the Austrian sentinel who
is at the door." l But the Turks knew the sentinel's
trustworthiness. They knew that Austria did not oppose
Russia to save them, but to save her own share in the
ultimate division of their property. That was the
motive that induced her in 1880 to decline participation in
the coercion of the Suit an on behalf of Montenegro, which
Gladstone urged upon the Concert of Europe. And it was
the same reason that, fifteen years later, prompted the
Vienna Cabinet to come forward as Abdul Hamid's pro-
tector against the wrath which his Armenian orgies had
aroused in Russia. Austria countenanced those massa-
cres not from any love for atrocities or for the Turks,
but simply from fear lest that crime should give her rival
a pretext for a further essay in vivisection. Actuated
by this fear, the Austrian Government endeavoured to
secure England's support by appealing to the clauses of
the Treaty of Paris which provided for the maintenance
of the status quo at Constantinople and in the Straits;
and on finding no active response in England, it was
obliged to readjust its compass once more by coming
to a new compromise with Russia. It was during the
visit paid by the Emperor Francis Joseph to Petersburg,
at the end of April, 1897, that the bases were laid for a
direct Austro-Russian agreement on Balkan affairs which
lasted through the next ten years.2

This agreement was the source of yet another dis-
appointment for the Turks. Hitherto the Sultan, with
the wisdom of the weak, and the skill that comes of prac-

1  Speech at Manchester, October, 1879.

2  See Sir Horace Rumbold's Final Recollections, 272, 275.